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once again successfully inspired and
challenged an extraordinary group of
young men.

They have fought from the first whis-
tle, having been unranked in the pre-
season, to get here today, to play one
more weekend. Two more games, we
hope, in an incredible season.

We in Syracuse know them to be a
great group of student athletes who
have made us all very proud. Win or
lose, the Orangemen of 1995–96 will be
remembered with fondness for their
sportsmanship and their heart. They
have given many central New Yorkers
a warm feeling after a very long win-
ter.

Congratulations to all, and go Or-
ange.
f

PASS A CLEAN BILL TOMORROW

(Mrs. KENNELLY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KENNELLY. Madam Speaker,
the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill has a sim-
ple premise: If you leave or lose your
job, you should not lose your health in-
surance because of a preexisting health
condition. As introduced in the House,
the bill is only 65 pages long. Here is a
copy of it.

However, the bill that will come to
the House floor tomorrow is more than
220 pages long. Here is a copy of it. The
bill adds 10 separate provisions to the
health insurance portion of the bill.

Some of these additions are good
ideas, but several are very controver-
sial, such as tax breaks for medical
savings accounts and exempting cer-
tain health plans from State insurance
regulation. I am worried these addi-
tions could kill a bill that guarantees
Americans the right to have portable
health insurance.

Madam Speaker, Republicans in the
Senate say they want a clean bill.
Democrats in the House say they want
a clean bill. And the President says he
wants a clean bill. I hope the majority
in the House will now join us in an ef-
fort to pass a bill without any special
interest addons. Let us not load on so
much baggage that we bring the whole
plane down.
f

RAISING TAXES IS THE WRONG
WAY TO GO

(Mr. NORWOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORWOOD. Madam Speaker, not
so long ago, the President stood before
us in this very Chamber and declared
that ‘‘the era of big Government is
over.’’ His latest budget tells a dif-
ferent story, particularly with taxes.
The President wants to raise taxes im-
mediately and phase in a tax cut—that
can be yanked if deficit targets are not
met. In other words, the President
wants a permanent tax increase and a
temporary tax cut.

Madam Speaker, will liberal Demo-
crats ever learn that smaller Govern-

ment means less taxes? It is not
enough to say you want to end big Gov-
ernment, you have to back it up with
actions. If the President really wants
to end the era of big Government, he
needs to stop feeding the beasts. Rais-
ing taxes is simply the wrong way to
go. We need to reduce our spending and
reduce the tax burden on the American
people—only then will the era of big
Government truly be over.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ED MUSKIE

(Mr. BALDACCI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BALDACCI. Madam Speaker, I
was deeply saddened to learn yesterday
of the death of Senator Ed Muskie. As
a new Member of Congress from Maine,
I have been privileged to call on Ed
Muskie for advice and wisdom.

Ed Muskie was a leader for Maine
and a statesman for the Nation. He
never lost sight of his roots, nor
wavered from his principles.

The people of Maine and the Nation
are indebted to Ed Muskie for his pas-
sionate work on a wide range of issues.
His vision in developing environmental
legislation, especially the Clean Air
and Clean Water Acts, is a legacy
which will be recognized and honored
by generations to come.

We can all learn much from the life
that Ed Muskie led. I will never forget
the advice that he gave to me shortly
before I took office. He said, ‘‘Be your-
self, work hard, and tell the truth.’’
Those simple principles guided his life,
and are what I strive to live up to
every day.

Senator Muskie’s devotion to Maine
and his dedication to improving the
quality of life for all Americans will
long be remembered and appreciated. I
know that my colleagues join me in ex-
pressing our deepest sympathy to Ed
Muskie’s wife, Jane, and the rest of his
family.
f

CHINA ARMING IRAN

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Madam Speaker,
China just sold patrol boats armed
with state-of-the-art cruise missiles to
Iran. Let me repeat. China just sold
cruise missiles to Iran.

Now, the last time I checked, Iran is
still listed as a terrorist nation by
America, and, No. 2, the leaders of Iran
refer to Uncle Sam as ‘‘the Great
Satan.’’

This is unbelievable. China continues
to arm, aid, and abet Iran, America’s
No. 1 enemy, and after all of this, the
Congress of the United States rewards
China with most-favored-nation trade
status. Beam me up, Madam Speaker.

Our policy with China not only kills
American jobs, it destabilizes the
world, threatens American security,
and people around here are granting

them most-favored-nation trade status.
I suspect today that not only are there
a lot more people in Washington, DC,
smoking dope, they are inhaling every
single day.
f

WHAT IS IN STORE FOR AMERICA?
(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, our Re-
publican friends are at it again. Last
year they spent the whole year trying
to decimate Medicare and Medicaid and
hurt our senior citizens, and, thank-
fully, at least for now, we were able to
stop them.

This year what do they have in store
for America? The largest education
cuts in the history of the United
States. They would deny our school-
children the ability to compete in this
global economy.

Let us look at what the $3.3 billion in
education cuts amount to. Sixty-five
million schoolchildren will be affected,
basic reading and math skills cut, safe
and drug-free schools cut, vocational
education cut, adult education cut,
title I education cut, the summer
youth and employment program elimi-
nated.

Not only do the Republicans not
want to teach our children, they do not
want to give them summer jobs. I guess
they think they are better off hanging
out on street corners than earning a
few dollars to help with their families.
This just shows once again the ex-
treme, mean-spirited Republican agen-
da of sticking it to middle-class fami-
lies.

Last year it was Medicare and Medic-
aid. Now it is education. What comes
next?
f

OIL IMPORTS A THREAT TO U.S.
NATIONAL SECURITY

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, independent oil and gas producers
are the mainstay of our domestic en-
ergy industry. In fact, independents
produce about 64 percent of the natural
gas in the country and about 39 percent
of the crude oil.

But this great industry is struggling.
Imports of both oil and natural gas are
on the rise, and employment is declin-
ing. The United States now imports
over half of our annual demand.

Our dependency on foreign oil costs
about $60 billion annually and makes
up a substantial part of our trade defi-
cit.

Just over a year ago, President Clin-
ton signed a report issued by the De-
partment of Commerce saying that in-
creasing oil imports are a threat to na-
tional security. But even as the Presi-
dent felt the pain of the oil and gas in-
dustry, he offered no plans to end that
pain.
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In a survey released by the Sustain-

able Energy Budget Coalition on Janu-
ary 16, it found that ‘‘three-quarters of
the American voters believe we need to
do something to reduce dependency on
foreign oil.’’

Public servants must do more than
talk. They must act to lower taxes, re-
duce regulation, and lower the burden
of government on our oil and gas indus-
try. As we approach the next century,
we must, once again, make a domestic
oil and gas industry a priority.
f

KENNEDY-KASSEBAUM HEALTH
CARE REFORM EFFORT

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker,
health insurance reform is long over-
due. As we know, fewer Americans are
able to obtain health insurance now,
and the cost of that health insurance
keeps going up. So my colleague, the
gentlewoman from New Jersey, Mrs.
ROUKEMA, had a very good idea, which
is shared in the Senate by Senator
KASSEBAUM and Senator KENNEDY on a
bipartisan basis, to put forth a bill in
this House that would make it easier
for people to take health insurance
from one job to another. We call that
portability. We also try to make it
easier for people who have preexisting
conditions or perhaps were disabled
with some sort of health disorder, that
they would be able to buy health insur-
ance.

We are all supportive of this. The
Democrats, over 170, have said that
they support it, but the Republican
leadership here is trying to load down
this bill with all kinds of extraneous
material in terms of the best example
is medical savings accounts that will
actually drive up the cost of health in-
surance for the average person and
make health insurance less affordable.

It is time now that we got together
on a bipartisan basis and passed the
Kennedy-Kassebaum-Roukema bill to
make health insurance more affordable
and make it possible for more people to
obtain health insurance.
f
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TIME TO STOP PLAYING POLITICS
WITH OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, the
Republican majority’s political games-
manship knows no bounds—even when
it comes to defaulting on the most im-
portant obligation of this House, pro-
viding for our children’s future.

Because of Republican intransigence
on the fiscal year 1996 budget, which is
now almost half a year overdue, local
schools have been severely injured, now
knowing how much Federal aid they
will receive, not knowing how many

teachers they can hire, how many
books they can buy, what kind of
science programs they can run.

Not only do the Republicans think it
is a good idea to slash education funds
to pay for a tax cut for the wealthiest
Americans, but now their irresponsibil-
ity is crippling local school boards’
ability to spend whatever money we do
send them.

Let’s stop shooting dice with our
children’s futures. Let’s fund the Gov-
ernment for the second half of the fis-
cal year and commit ourselves to sup-
porting the President’s proposal to in-
crease funding for such crucial edu-
cational programs as title I for basic
reading, writing, and math skills, Pell
grants, safe and drug free schools, and
the School to Work Program.
f

WHO IS FOR KIDS, AND WHO IS
JUST KIDDING?

(Mrs. SCHROEDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Madam Speaker,
the question of who is for kids and who
is just kidding sounds very playful, but
this is not a playful question to ponder.
This is really about the survival of this
great Republic which we are so proud
of, because we need to know which
Members of this body are not for kids.
If they are not for kids, they are going
right at this Nation’s future.

I went to public school, my husband
went to public school, both of our chil-
dren went to public school, my mother
taught in public school. Public schools
have been the foundation of the future
of this Nation. I am appalled that the
Republicans in this body have put the
biggest cuts in education we have ever
seen at a time when we all agree that
our schools need more help, not less.

If Members think that our math
scores are high enough so we can pull
back our funding to help math, if they
think our basic reading skills are good
enough so we can pull back on math, if
Members think our classes are too
small and we ought to make them big-
ger, and if they think it is a good idea
to surrender on the drug war in the
schools and not make them safe, then
Members will love their side of the
aisle. I do not. I think it is time we all
wake up and fight back.
f

PUT OUR CHILDREN FIRST AND
VOTE TO FUND EDUCATION

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, on
Monday I visited schools and met with
parents in my district. I visited a
DARE program in Stratford, CT, where
a police officer works with fifth grad-
ers to keep kids off drugs. I attended
an awards ceremony where young peo-
ple were recognized for their work to
keep their peers off drugs and alcohol.

That evening, I organized a parents
summit where about 100 parents gath-
ered to discuss the challenges that
they face trying to raise good kids
today.

Let me share the comments of one
parent. She said: ‘‘I feel like a boxer
who is down and the count is 8. My
head is down and I am dripping blood
from every part of my body. The
schools need to help teach the basics,’’
she said. That is not what House Re-
publicans are proposing. They want to
cut basic math skills, basic reading
skills.

The families that I met with do not
believe that this Congress is on their
side. This week we will have an oppor-
tunity to prove that we really want to
help working families. Once again, I
urge Speaker GINGRICH and the Repub-
lican leadership to reverse course,
stand with our parents and our kids,
and vote to fund education. Let us put
our children first.
f

IN SUPPORT OF THE WOMEN’S
HEALTH EQUITY ACT

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise today in
support of the Women’s Health Equity
Act and, in particular, in support of
the osteoporosis provisions of the bill.
Most women find out that they have
osteoporosis when it is too late, after a
bone fracture or a curvature of the
spine has occurred. The real tragedy is
that for many women the disease is
preventable and treatable. But this is a
disease that has an underlying condi-
tion that affects 25 million Americans,
most of them, 80 percent of them,
women. All of us lose bone mass as we
age, but people with osteoporosis lose
an excessive amount, leading to weak
and brittle bones. As I just said, 80 per-
cent of those suffering from
osteoporosis are older women, and a
woman’s risk for hip fracture alone is
now equal to the risk of developing
breast and ovarian cancer.

It is time for us to give a little bit
more attention to this disease, Madam
Speaker.
f

CONGRESS, THE ADMINISTRATION,
AND INDUSTRY MUST WORK TO-
GETHER TO PROVIDE STABILITY
TO OUR DOMESTIC OIL AND GAS
PRODUCTION
(Mr. BREWSTER asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BREWSTER. Madam Speaker,
domestic oil and gas production is
critically important to our Nation’s
economy and national security. Just 5
years after fighting a war in Iraq, our
Government has yet to take a single
substantive step toward reforming re-
strictive regulations on our domestic
energy industry.
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